UNI TED STATES ENVI RONMENTAL PROTECTI ON AGENCY
REG ON 5

DATE: August 11, 2000

SUBJECT: Reports of Significant Devel opnments and Activities
Endi ng on August 4, 2000

FROM WIlliam E. Mino, Director
Superfund Di vi sion

TO  Francis X. Lyons
Regi onal Adm ni strat or

David A. Ulrich
Deputy Regi onal Adm ni strator

The activities |isted bel ow are organi zed by site-specific
activities, other significant devel opnents, and
trai ni ng/ conf erences:

SI TE- SPECI FI C ACTI VI TI ES

Soil Borings Conpl eted, Reed Chatwood Property, Rockford,
II1inois

On July 24-27, 2000, the United States Environnental
Protection Agency (U. S. EPA) Field Services Section (FSS)
personnel assisted the Brownfields Early Action Section at the
Reed Chatwood Property in Rockford, Illinois. Twenty-seven
soil borings were conpleted using the Field Services Section's
skid steer mounted GeoProbe® unit. The piezoneters were
installed to determne if any oily contam nants were near the
water table. Once the piezonmeter wells were installed, an

oil /water interface probe was used to obtain the desired data.
This is the sane site where 3 nonths ago FSS personnel used a
hi gh sensitivity netal detector to |ocate scores of buried
drunms onsite, which have since been exhumed and renpved.

Contact: Mark Vendl (312-886-0405)

Mul ti nedia Inspection, IBP, Inc., Facility, Joslin, Illinois

On August 2, 2000, Silvia Palono and Bob Mayhugh, Office of
Chem cal Enmergency Preparedness and Prevention, conducted an
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i nspection at the IBP, Inc., in Joslin, Illinois. The
facility was al so inspected by representatives fromthe Air

Di vi sion, the Water Division, and the Waste, Pesticides &
Toxic Division. The purpose of the inspection was to
determ ne the conpliance status of the facility with the Risk
Managenment Program regul ati ons mandat ed under Section 112(r)

of the Clean Air Act. IBP, Inc., operates a cattle slaughter
and processing facility. The facility submtted a Ri sk
Managenment Pl an, as required under the Ri sk Managenent Program
regul ati ons, for two anhydrous ammonia refrigeration systens
and a wastewater treatnment system In addition to devel op and
submt a Ri sk Managenent Plan, subject facilities are required
to devel op and inplenment a Prevention Program and an Energency
Response Program for each process subject to the regul ations.
During the inspection, Ms. Palonm and M. Mayhugh revi ewed the
Prevention Program and the Energency Response Program for each
system

Contact: Silvia Palom (312-353-2172)

Phase 11 Sanpling (Brownfields)., Bowser Site, Fort \Wayne,
| ndi ana

On July 26, 2000, the City of Fort Wayne conducted nore Phase
Il sanpling on Parcel A and Parcel B of the 12-acre Bowser
site. The City, under a U S. EPA Brownfields Assessnent &
Denmonstration Pilot, is in the process of assessing and
redevel opi ng the

12-acre Bowser site.

Contact: Brooke A. Furio (312-353-2513)

Condi ti onal Design Approval, H. O D. Landfill Superfund Site,
Antioch, Illinois

On August 9, 2000, Region 5 approved the construction portion
of the final renedial design for the H O D. Landfill Superfund
site in Antioch, Illinois. The construction portion of the
design calls for installing an active |eachate and gas

coll ection system and inproving the existing landfill cap.

Thr oughout the design review and approval process, the Region
worked closely with its oversight contractor (Weston) and with
Wast e Managenment, the potential responsible party that
performed the remedi al design/renedial action. Wste
Managenment expects to start construction activities in late
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August 2000, and to finish nost of the construction this
cal endar year.

The Region is still review ng Waste Managenent's operation &
mai nt enance deliverables. Unconditional design approval wl
occur when the Regi on approves these deliverables. The Region
will hold a public availability session in the Antioch Village

Hal | on August 23, 2000, from6-8 p.m to discuss aspects of
t he design and constructi on.
Contact: Ron Murawski (312-886-2940)

Site Visit, Industrial Excess Landfill Superfund Site,
Uni ont own, ©Ghi o

During the week of July 31, 2000, Renedi al Project Manager
Ross del Rosario and Denise Battaglia (Ofice of Public
Affairs) visited the Industrial Excess Landfill (IEL)
Superfund site in Uniontown, Ohio, to observe the current
round of groundwater sanpling and to participate in a press
conference. The groundwater sanpling is scheduled to take two

weeks and will test for organic and netal contam nants in the
groundwat er around the landfill. It wll also include

radi ation testing. The Ohio Environmental Protection Agency
will assist Region 5 in overseeing the work.

On July 31, 2000, U S. EPA Region 5, potentially responsible
party (PRP), and Lake Township representatives participated in
a nedia briefing at the site. Besides discussing the current
sanpling, Region 5 personnel explained the Agency's deci sion
to consider an alternative capping proposal fromthe PRPs.
Thi s decision, described in an Agency press rel ease, canme
after the local government's recomendation to not install the
cap described in the March 1, 2000, Record of Decision
Amendnent. Instead, Lake Township officials suggested
creating a wildlife habitat, which nay serve Lake Township in
redevel oping the site (it was recently awarded a $100, 000
grant fromU. S. EPA as part of the Superfund Redevel opnment
Initiative). The Agency's reconsideration was comended by
U.S. Representative Tom Sawer in a separate press rel ease.

Contact: Ross del Rosario (312-886-6195)
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OTHER SI GNI FI CANT DEVELOPMENTS

Eli mi nati on of the Freedom of | nformation Act Backl og

July 31, 2000, marked the second quarter during Fiscal Year
(FY) 2000, that the Superfund Division (SFD) ended a quarter
with no overdue Freedom of Information Act (FO A) responses.
Since FY 1998, when the Docunments Managenent Section (DMS)
elimnated the SFD FO A backl og, which was over 1600 requests,
t he backl og has remai ned negli gi bl e.

By the end of the third quarter FY 2000, Region 5 had received
1,806 FO A requests in FY 2000. O those, the SFD*s DMS
processed 1,153 within the statutory twenty-day tine peri od.
The DMS remains the primary FO A processing organi zation
within U S. EPA and consistently receives and processes
approxi mately 70 percent of the FO A requests in Region 5
annual | y.

A conbination of factors lead to the successes of this high
performance organi zation. Some of these contributions include
strategi c planning, teamwork, staff enpowernent, training,
updates to the FO ALOG tracking and nmonitoring system and the
Superfund Docunents Managenent System ( SDVS).

Since FY 1992, nore than 31,500 satisfied custoners have been
provi ded high quality FO A responses. The external custoner
list includes law firns, insurance conpanies, State and
Federal agencies, and the general public throughout the
nation.

Contact: Carolyn Bohlen (312-886-6541)

Meeting, Brownfields Showcase Community Project, St. Paul Port
Aut hority, St. Paul., M nnesota

On July 19, 2000, Brooke Furio, Brownfields Early Action
Section, met with the St. Paul Port Authority in St. Paul,

M nnesota, to discuss the progress of their Brownfields
Showcase Community Project. The Port Authority received
$200, 000 from U. S. EPA in 1998 to support their brownfields
devel opnent activities. The Brownfields Showcase Community
Proj ect pronotes cleanup and sustai nable reuse of brownfields
by creating partnerships with existing Federal, State, | ocal,
and non-governnental progranms on a single brownfields
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redevel opnment project. Topics discussed during the neeting
were: managenent, site selection, partnerships, barriers, and
proj ect goal s.

Contact: Brooke Furio (312-353-2513)

TRAI NI NG CONFERENCES

Fl ood Exercise, Indianapolis, Indiana

On July 27-28, 2000, Sheila Calovich (G| Planning and
Response Section) and Rey Rivera (Enmergency Response Branch)
participated in the 2000 Fl ood Exerci se sponsored by the
Federal Emergency Management Agency Region 5 and the G eat
Lakes and Ohio River Division of the Arny Corps of Engineers.
The exercise took place in Indianapolis, Indiana. The
exercise originates froman initiative ainmed at m nim zing
di fferences in expectations and creating a nmutual vision for
future flood response operations. The intended outcone of

t hese sessions was a better understandi ng of each

organi zation's plan of action for a flood event and an
increase in cooperation and coordination anong all agencies
i nvol ved. There was interest from exercise participants in
U. S. EPA's response authorities and response nethods.

Contact: Sheila Calovich (312-353-1505)

Brownfields "Nuts and Bolts of Brownsfields Redevel opnent for
Local Governnments" Training Course, Chicago, Illinois

On July 24-28, 2000, the Region 5 Brownfields program worked
with the Chicago office of the U S. Departnment of Housing and
Ur ban Devel opnment (HUD) and the City of Chicago to develop a
one-week course entitled, "The Nuts and Bolts of Brownsfields
Redevel opnment."” The course was targeted at | ocal governnents
and those who are interested in a practical, step-by-step
education on Brownfields. This is the third tine that this
course has been offered. Presentation on various themes of
brownfi el ds cl eanup and redevel opnment were given by an
experienced group of instructors from States and | ocal
governnments, Federal agencies, and the private and nonprofit
sectors.

Twenty people registered and attended. Students included
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people from | ocal governnments, environnmental consulting firns,
U.S. EPA regional offices, HUD offices, and not-for-profit
or gani zati ons.

Contacts: Brooke Furio (312-353-2513)
Ted Smith (312-353-6571)

Meeting, U S. Departnent of Housing and Urban Devel opnent,
ConEd, Nicor Gas, and U.S. EPA Reqgion 5, Chicago, Illinois

On June 27, 2000, Brooke Furio, Brownfields Early Action
Section, and Eugene Goldfarb, U.S. Departnent of Housing and
Ur ban Devel opnment (HUD) Environmental Officer, met with
representatives from ConkEd and Nicor Gas to di scuss a new
partnership that would establish a course simlar to the Nuts
and Bolts of Brownsfields Redevel opnent for Local Governnents
that HUD and U.S. EPA Region 5 have already devel oped. This
new course woul d be devel oped specifically for Chicago-area
muni ci palities that are custonmers of the utility conpanies.
The utility conpanies would provide

the participants funding for the course, and HUD and U. S. EPA
Regi on 5 woul d provide the instruction.

Contacts: Brooke Furio (312-353-2513)
Eugene Gol dfarb (312-353-1696)

Meeti ng, Sedinents and Brownfields, Mudison, Wsconsin

On July 17, 2000, Region 5 staff fromthe O fice of Regional
Counsel and the Superfund Division participated in a nmeeting
of the Liability Subcommttee for the Wsconsin Brownfields
Study Group in Madison, Wsconsin. The Subcommi ttee had asked
U.S. EPA to provide insight about Federal Superfund liability
with regard to sedinments in rivers. Wsconsin property |aw
gives riparian | andhol ders ownership rights to the m ddl e of
the waterway. The committee is examning alternatives to dea
with the issue of contam nated sedinment with off-site origin.
The Brownfields Study Group is charged by the legislature with
fram ng possi ble changes to State |aws or regul ati ons which
woul d enhance brownfiel ds redevel opnent possibilities.
Possi bl e options discussed included a Menmorandum of Agreenent
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with U S. EPA on the issue, use of prospective purchaser
agreenents and confort letters, incorporating | anguage on this
issue in the upcom ng Agency draft Superfund gui dance on
addressi ng sedi nents, changing the definition of riparian
ownership under State law, or dealing with riparian ownership
rights and liabilities as another exclusion simlar to the
State's off-site exenption (regulatory change or
interpretation). The consensus seened to be that a m xture of
approaches woul d be needed. Rick Nagle will continue to
consult with those on the group regarding the issue as needed.

Contacts: Jane Neumann (312-353-0123)
Ri ck Nagle (312-353-8222)
Joanna d owacki (312-353-3757)

Participation, M nnesota Environnental |lnitiative Awards
Series 2000, St. Paul. M nnesota

On July 20, 2000, Brooke Furio, Brownfields Early Action
Section, participated as a panel nmenber in an interactive

di scussi on about public participation in brownfields cleanup
and redevel opnent. On April 13, 2000, Hennepin County's
Bassetts Creek Valley InterimUse Committee Project, a U S.
EPA- f unded Brownfi el ds Assessnment Denonstration Pilot received
an award for Best Land Use and Community Devel opment fromthe
M nnesota Environnental Initiative. This conference was held
to allow an in-depth |Iook at Hennepin County's Bassetts Creek
Valley InterimUse Commttee Project. Brooke Furio answered
guestions on U. S. EPA's Brownfields Initiative and the
Agency's role in Bassetts Creek Valley InterimuUse Commttee
Project. The conference took place at River Center in St.
Paul , M nnesot a.

Contact: Brooke Furio (312-353-2513)
Brownfi el ds Cl eanup and Revol ving Loan Fund | nformti onal

Meetings, Minicipal Mnbers, West Central Minici pal
Conf erence, Northl ake and Countryside, Illinois

On August 2, 2000, Brooke Furio, Brownfields Early Action
Section, attended two separate neetings designed to inform any
interested parties of the availability of funding for cleanup
at brownfields properties. This funding is being nmade
avai |l abl e through West Central Municipal Conference's (WCMC)
and U. S. EPA Brownfields Cleanup and Revol ving Loan Fund
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(BCRLF). The neetings were coordi nated by WCMC, ConEd, Ni cor
Gas, and U S. EPA Region 5. The WCMC and U. S. EPA Region 5
have created a partnership with ConkEd and Nicor Gas to help
mar ket the BCRLF program ConEd and Nicor Gas are utility
conpani es which provide service to the nmunicipalities that
make up the WCMC.  Two neetings were held in order to
accommodate all of the menbers of the WCMC. The neetings were
held in the Village of Northlake and the Town of Countryside
and were well attended. Mre than half of the 37 nenbers of
the WCMC were represented along with several consulting
conpani es.

Contact: Brooke Furio (312-353-2513)

cc: Steve Herman (OECA)
Barry Breen (OECA)
Tim Fi el ds ( OSVEER)
Steve Luftig (OSVER)
Larry Zaragoza (OSVER)
Region 5 State Superfund Coordinators
Division/ O fice Directors
ORA State Coordinators
Regi onal Team Managers



